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One of the finalist Ibis Fest photos, by Chuck Carmack 
 

Nine Days Until Ibis Fest!! 
Ibis Fest is almost here! If you’ve always wanted 
to visit places like the Green Swamp, Bald Head 
Island, Sunset Beach, Ft. Fisher or always 
wanted to take better nature photographs or 
write about nature, or want to learn about 
shrimping, or be a better birder, and many other 
things, then come to Ibis Fest! 
 
Tuesday, May 12 at 7 p.m. Dr. James Parnell 
kicks off the activities. The following days are 
filled with field and nature trips, boat and kayak 
trips, workshops, and just plain fun.  
 
David Gessner, author of Soaring with Fidel and 
other nature books will teach the Creative 
Writing workshop. Sign up soon! 
 
Register for Ibis Fest and find out more about 
activities and leaders at www.ibisfest.org or 
ibisfest@bellsouth.net or 910-454-9409. 
 

CFAS Goes to Raleigh 
We’re off to see the wizard…well not really, but 
Sally Buchanan, Cary Paynter, Juanita Roushdy, 
and Susan Slick joined a busload of local 
environmental groups going to Raleigh on 
March 24 for Clean Water Day. The visit was in 
support of Julia Boseman’s Senate Bill 699 that 
asks for a moratorium on issuing permits to 
cement plants in North Carolina.  
 
Besides attending the hearing on the bill, the 
group lobbied senators and congressman. All in 
all, the group successfully showed our area’s 
concerns with Titan Cement coming to our area. 
 
Read CFAS’s letter on Titan Cement at 
www.capefearaudubon.org and click on 
“action/alerts.” For more on Titan Cement and 
what you can do, visit www.stoptitan.org  
 
 

More on the Port 
CFAS sent a letter to Thomas Eager of the NC 
Ports Authority expressing concerns about the 
proposed international port for Southport. Tom 
Eager’s reply is posted on our website under 
“action/alerts.” Also posted is an e-mail from 
Donnie Redmond of DENR, Air Quality Section. 
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Port Contest Ends June 15 
NoPort Southport’s contest, called Public 
Options Regarding Terminal Site or PORTS, 
gives everyone a voice in saying how 600 acres 
of pristine marshes, wetlands and woods 
located on the Cape Fear River can be used 
instead of an international container port.  The 
proposal must create jobs and generate revenue, 
and be environmentally friendly, fiscally 
responsible, and generally enhance the quality 
of life in our area. 
 
The contest ends June 15, 2009. Prizes are 
 $500 - 1st place; $300 - 2nd place; and $100 - 3rd 
place.  Entries will be independently judged. 
Winning entries will be presented to Governor 
Perdue. 
  
For details, visit www.noportsouthport.org. 
Good luck! 
 
 

 
Container ship passing Bald Head Island, Juanita Roushdy 
 

 

New Web Sponsors 
We’re pleased to welcome two new web 
sponsors:  Great Outdoor Provision Company 
and Shelton Herb Farm.  Many of you are 
familiar with Great Outdoor Provision 
Company as the local retailer for outdoor sports 
clothing and kayak equipment, located at 3501 
Oleander Drive in Wilmington, but many do not 
know about Shelton Herb Farm. The farm, at 340 
Goodman Rd, Leland, is a 400-acre century 
farm, just off Rte. 17 that sells herbs and plants 
and is a haven for wonderful  birds. CFAS even 
had a field trip there last year. 
 

      
 
 

PB’s - They’re Here! 
Yes, our favorite birds have arrived –  Painted 
Buntings.  Reports are coming in that birds have 
arrived at feeders on schedule.  Even though 
Painted Buntings are a Species of Concern 
because of loss of habitat, our area is known for 
Painted Buntings. We even have a designated 
Important Bird Area because of them – Bald 
Head Island/Ft. Fisher.  
 
Dr. Jamie Rotenberg, UNCW, and John Gerwin, 
NC Museum of Natural Science, are conducting 
a citizen-science research program, the Painted 
Bunting Observer Team (PBOT), now in its 4th 
year. The program bands painted buntings at 
local backyard feeders and has a website where 
citizens can record their “pb” sightings. 
 

 
A just-banded painted bunting, Juanita Roushdy 

 
Become part of the PBOT team and report your 
sightings. Visit www.paintedbuntings.org. It’s 
easy, and you’re observations will help keep 
track of the birds and save their habitat.  
 
 

Up in the Cloud Forests 
Up in the cloud forests of Nicaragua, at 4,000 
feet, amid lush forest canopy, the sun filters 
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through to thousands of coffee bushes. Here 
winter many of our North Carolina warblers 
and birds, golden-wings, cerulean, wood thrush, 
summer tanager, to name a few. On the wing 
are also butterflies, dragonflies, moths. The 
loamy forest floor harbors another world rich in 
insect and herp life. One could get lost in 
discovery in even a 10 square foot of forest. 
Audubon North Carolina is currently taking an 
inventory of bird species in a shade-grown 
coffee farm in Nicaragua and in other regions . 
Come to our May 18th monthly meeting to see 
some amazing photographs and to learn more 
on how shade-grown coffee benefits the birds 
that bring us so much joy here at home.  

 

Upcoming activities 
Friends, family, and the public are welcome to 
all meetings and activities. Details can be found 
at www.capefearaudubon.org  
 
May 9, 8-11 a.m. Bird and nature walk in the 
Green Swamp with The Nature Conservancy’s 
Sara Over. Meet at Green Swamp parking lot on 
Rte. 211. Note change in trip leader. Contact 
Sara at sover@tnc.org  
 
May 12-16, 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. Ibis Fest. Visit 
www.ibisfest.org to register and for details on 
activities and field trips. 
 
May 18, NOTE DATE CHANGE, 7 p.m. CFAS 
monthly meeting with Dr. Lynn Moseley, 
biology professor at Guilford College in  
 

 
A golden-winged warbler is measured in Nicaragua, by 
Lynn Moseley 

 
Greensboro, NC and Ann Walter-Fromson, chair 
of T. Gilbert Pearson chapter giving a 
presentation on “Birds of Nicaragua – Shade-
Grown Coffee is for the Birds.” At Brunswick 
Electric Company on Rte 17. From Wilmington, 
take Rte. 17 west until Rte 211 intersection. 
Continue on Rte 17 for 1.4 miles. Brunswick 
Electric is on the left (the next crossover after 
Brunswick Hospital.) 
 
June 8, 7 – 8:30 p.m. CFAS’s last monthly 
meeting of the season, at Halyburton!! We’re 
working on this special program of “Butterflies 
and Dragonflies.”  Stay tuned. 
  
June 13,  8 - 11 a.m. Bird and nature walk at 
Brunswick Town off of Rte. 133, next to Orton 
Plantation. Meet at Visitor’s Center.  Contact 
Nancy at nsbuck@charter.net   
 

What Are We Doing? 
Local schools – On April 29, Halyburton Park 
hosted Holly Tree Elementary School, the first 
school to use CFAS’s “Damsels and Dragons,” a 
curriculum for 4th graders. On May 4, Airlie 
Gardens will host Sunset Elementary School for 
the “Flower Power,” butterfly part of the 
curriculum. Many thanks go to Landfall 
Foundation for a grant to make this possible. A 
full story will follow in the next issue. 
 
Conservation – CFAS has become a member of 
the Lower Cape Fear Stewardship Development 
Program, a group dedicated to protect, conserve, 
and improve our natural resources. Visit 
www.stewardshipdev.com for more 
information. 
 

Who’s New . . . 
We extend a hearty welcome to our new 
members: 
 
Margie Foote 
James Parnell 
Harry D Sell 
Ellen Sutliff 
Patricia Williams 
 
And a big thank you to our renewing 
members, who think we are doing 
something right!! 
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Charlie Winterbauer, chair of the Conservation 
Committee is currently recruiting committee 
members to put together a “Bird-Friendly 
Criterion” for the program to use, with the goal 
of providing a healthier habitat for birds.and 
other wildlife..  Anyone with knowledge on the 
subject is welcome. Contact Charlie at 
cwinterbauer@bellsouth.net.  
 
Ft. Fisher – A brochure on “Birds to See at Ft. 
Fisher” has been finished by the Education 
Committee and placed at the Ft. Fisher Visitor 
Center. An interpretative sign is in the works as 
well. The brochure can be found at 
www.capefearaudubon.org under “Education.”  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Pages 1 and 2 of Ft. Fisher brochure 

Earth Day – Earth Day found CFAS at Hugh 
McRae Park giving information on birds in our 
area, how to attract them, and also making 
people aware of the benefits of shade-grown 
coffee to our local birds 

 

Parting shots

Sandhill crane in Castle Bay on 4/6/09, by Mike Saunders 
 

 
Nancy Buckingham explains shade-grown coffee to visitor 
to CFAS’s booth at Earth Day, by Juanita Roushdy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comments and suggestions on The Skimmer are 
welcome. Send to editor, Juanita Roushdy at 
juanitar@bellsouth.net . The Skimmer is also posted on 
www.capefearaudubon.org.  
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