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Next Meeting, December 6 

Sam Cooper, organizer of the area's 

Christmas Bird Count, will lay out 

details for this year's CBC and give 

some background on the significance of 

the population data collected each year. 

 

Still Looking for someone to do the 

Skimmer.  We are on a quarterly 

schedule and it is all done electronically.  

If someone steps up to do it, they only 

need to produce one in word format.  

The president will proof it and the final 

will be sent to members and to the web 

host by the president. 

The contents come from member articles 

and pictures.  For more detailed info, 

contact Charley at 

cewinterbauer@bellsouth.net. 

 

CFAS Board 

Since the last publication of the board 

members, there have been some 

changes.  Here is the present board. 

Charley Winterbauer, President & 

Conservation Chairman 

Andy Fairbanks,  Vice president.   

Dick Daniels, Treasurer.   

Stacy Smaltz, Secretary.   

Nancy Buckingham, Programs, 

Publicity 

Matt  Collogan & Kemp Burdette 

Education 

Remaining Board members: 

Chuck Carmack,  Mark Jones, Andy 

Wood,  David Paynter (Brand New),  

Cary Paynter (ex-officio), Juanita 

Roushdy (ex-officio) 

 

Who’s New 

Big Welcome to our new members: 

Debbie & Bill Landry, Jorge & Mary 

Vigueras, Kathleen Hannah, Richard & 

Gay Lefebvre, Colleen G Hodson and 

Claire McLaughlin.  Also thanks to 

those that renewed. 

 

Bird-Friendly Habitat Update 

We had Seventeen applications for 

consults and judging.  For the judging 

applicants, two or more evaluators 

visited the site and performed the 

evaluation.  The winners are: 

Larry & Diane Wyte:  Gold 

Cathy McEntee:            Silver 

mailto:cewinterbauer@bellsouth.net


  

Mary & Wally Schumacher   Bronze 

Nola Jackson                 Bronze 

This program would not be possible 

with the efforts of the evaluators.  

Much was learned during the first year 

and we hope next year will be better.  

One of next year's goals is to get other 

Audubon chapter involved. 

 

Harpy Eagles in Belize 

At the October meeting, Dr. Jamie 

Rotenberg of UNCW presented his 

ongoing work with the Harpy Eagle 

down in the Central America country of 

Belize (formerly British Honduras).  The 

following is a condensation of his 

presentation. 

 

The Harpy eagle (wingspan, 72-88 

inches) was thought to be extinct in 

Belize in the area that Jamie was starting 

research.  Out on a trek in the tropical 

forest in 2005, a large bird was spotted.  

“I was speechless, “says Jamie.  He 

knew it was a Harpy Eagle but they 

were not supposed to be there per 

general knowledge and he literally 

could not speak.  They were thought to 

be eliminated by poachers or by habitat 

destruction.  When he finally recovered 

his speech capability he did admit it to 

be the Harpy.  The first picture is of the 

sighted Harpy.  It was noted that it was 

a juvenile and that added to the 

excitement. 

 

 
         2005 sighted Juvenile Harpy Eagle 

If a juvenile was present, then there 

must be parents and a nest.   Later 

searching did discover adults but the 

nesting site is yet to be found. 

He now has a research grant to look for 

the nest and to study the Harpy in 

Belize.  One of the important aspects of 

the study is to involve the local people.  

Jamie believes that if the preservation of 

a species is to be maintained, the locals 

must participate so that they feel some 

ownership to the specie and project.  

One of the local persons is William 

Garcia.  He previously was a hunter and 

farmer in the area and now serves as a 

Project Leader.  After being trained by 

Jamie, and by the Klamath Bird 

Observatory, William now gives 

training to other locals. 



  

 

Adult Harpy Eagle 

  One of the important tasks is the 

banding of various species of birds.  

Getting the locals involved is important 

for any conservation effort either here or 

in some other country. 

The research is conducted under the 

auspices of BFREE (Belize Foundation 

for Research and Environmental 

Education).  It is located adjacent to the 

Cockscombs Basin Forest Reserve and 

the Bladen Nature Reserve.  Permits 

have been obtained to do studies in both 

areas. 

Think you might want to go there?  

UNCW Professors Dr. Vibeke Olson and 

Dr. Jamie Rotenberg are taking a group 

down there March 12-20, 2011.  It is 

sponsored through UNCW Osher 

Lifelong Learning institute.  The cost of 

the trip will be $1800, airfare not 

included.  The trip is already full, but if 

you want more info?  Contact Dr. 

Rotenberg at rotenbergj@uncw.edu. 

 

Historical summary by Jamie: 

• Started with a Harpy Eagle 

sighting . . . . 

• We realized the potential for bird 

study – AND 

• The area had much more 

potential than just birds – People! 

• Involve local people in Outreach 

Environmental Education and 

Alternative Livelihood Training 

• And the Program was born! 

• Support provided by The Nature 

Conservancy  
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Editor’s note: 

 Because of the importance of Native 

plants to bird life, we will feature 

something about native plants in each 

issue. 

 

Native Plants – The Oak 

Next time you crunch acorns underfoot 

while birding, consider the role our 

native oaks play in feeding birds.  They 

are the premier wildlife tree, yielding 

acorns (for woodpeckers, nuthatches, 

jays, titmouse, turkey, and quail) and 

hosting more caterpillar species (for 

nestlings of nearly all species) than any 

other tree family. 

 

Live Oak, Quercus virginiana, is the 

best-known oak on the coast.  Wind and 

salt resistant, evergreen, majestic, these 

medium-size oaks are also drought-

resistant and relatively fast growing.   

Their beautiful deep brown acorns look 

as though they have been polished.  The 

Airlie Oak in Airlie gardens, over four 

centuries old, is well worth visiting 

during migration to see what warblers 

stop by. 

 

  
Live Oak acorn, Jack Spruill 

 

 

 
  Turkey Oak leaf, (c) 2008 Kari Segraves 

 

Turkey Oaks, Q. laevis, named for the 

faint resemblance of their shiny leaves 

to turkey feet, are important for their 

ability to grow in nearly pure sand 

under Longleaf pines.  Halyburton Park 

is a good place to see them.  Their leaves 

twist to a vertical orientation to 

minimize hot sunlight striking their 

surface, thus saving water.  The acorn 

often has a long tip and the edge of the 

cap is rolled under.  Another distinctive 

acorn comes from the Overcup Oak, Q. 

lyrata.  The scaly caps almost 

completely cover the nut. 

 

         
   Overcup Oak acorn, Jack Spruill                      

http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/contact/segraves-contact.htm


  

For fall color, we have White Oak, Q. 

alba, and Swamp Chestnut Oak, Q. 

michauxii.  Both turn red in the fall.  

White Oak has light, shaggy bark and is 

deep-rooted and wind-resistant.  

Swamp Chestnut Oak is easily 

recognized by its unlobed, toothed 

leaves.  It has exceptionally sweet 

acorns. 

 

 
White Oak, fall color 

 

For sheer adaptability, the Water Oak, 

Q. nigra, takes the prize.  Its heavy 

annual acorn crop also makes it a major 

food source for turkey, quail, ducks and 

many mammals. 

 

So when you are filling your feeders this 

winter, consider yourself lucky if they 

are hanging from a native oak. 

 

To hone your skills at identifying oaks, join a 

walk with the SE Coast Chapter of the Native 

Plant Society, www.ncwildflower.org 

 

Members' Pictures 

I thought we’d start the pictures with 

one related to the previous article. 

 

 

 
 

A classic Live Oak 

By 

Charley Winterbauer 

 

 

 

Dunlin by Nancy Buckingham 



  

Rose-ringed Parakeet  by Dick Daniels 

on a visit to Africa 

 

Mute Swans by Claudia Holmes-Leland 

 

Red-winged Blackbird by Ashley Wells 

 

 

Barred Owl by John Ennis 



  

 

Egret by Pat Rittenmeyer 

 

 

Prothonotary Warbler by Rita Russ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Rose breasted Grosbeak, first year male 

                By Berk Hofmann 

 

 

 



  

Parting Shot……………… 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Daniels on trip to Africa 

The Egyptian Geese, Little Egret and Reed Cormorant kept the croc from coming out 

of the water.  It looks like a goose is being vocal. 

 

 

 

Comments and submissions welcome.  Please send them to Charley Winterbauer, 

cewinterbauer@bellsouth.net

 


