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Alert:  As the Gulf oil spill nears the 

coast, Audubon is recruiting and 

organizing volunteers to help in the 

clean-up.  To register as a volunteer, see 

www.audubonaction.org/howtohelp.   

 

Annual Members Meeting, May 10 
Come vote for new officers at our May 10 

meeting, 7 - 8:30 pm at Halyburton Park 

in Wilmington.  The proposed slate is: 

Andy Fairbanks, president.  Andy is 

now vice-president.  He is Recreation 

Supervisor at Halyburton Park. 

Charley Winterbauer, vice-president.  

Charley is currently Conservation 

Committee chair, overseeing the Bird-

friendly Habitat Award Program.  Before 

retiring, he was a Congressional Liaison 

for the National Reconnaissance Office. 

Dick Daniels, Treasurer.  Dick is serving 

his second year as treasurer. 

Stacy Smaltz, Secretary.  Stacy returns 

for her second year as secretary.  She also 

heads the Field Trips committee. 

Board members: Nancy Buckingham, 

Kemp Burdette, Chuck Carmack, Matt 

Collogan, Dick Daniels, Andy Fairbanks, 

Mark Jones, Stacy Smaltz, Charley 

Winterbauer, Andy Wood and Cary 

Paynter (ex-officio). All are returning 

Board members. 
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Birds and Beaches 
The birds are back on the beaches...and so 

are the humans!  On coastal beaches like 

Mason Inlet at Wrightsville Beach, on the 

estuarine islands of the Cape Fear River 

and the barrier islands like Lea-Hutaff, 

gulls, terns, plovers, willets, Black 

Skimmers, and oystercatchers are 

returning to our area to nest.   

 

 
American Oystercatcher nest; Ida Phillips 

 

They are looking for a bare stretch of 

sand, often with an inlet nearby, where 

they will scrape out a tiny depression to 

hold their eggs.  So beautifully 

http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.audubonaction.org/howtohelp&t=YlT7QA&e=MES80AKtr9Y


camouflaged are the nest and eggs that a 

beachcomber can step right on one and 

never know it.  Even walking close to a 

nesting bird may doom eggs or chicks 

which can overheat in just minutes when 

the parent bird is scared off the nest.   

 

Heavy beach use also brings garbage cans 

full of discarded food which in turn 

support an increased population of 

raccoons.  Dogs let off a leash to run or 

abandoned cats scrounging an easy meal 

add to the predators which make nest 

failures too common.  Plastic litter further 

endangers birds who ingest plastic or get 

tangled in discarded fishing line. 

 

Because of their vulnerability, beach-

nesting birds have declined as beaches 

become more crowded.  That is the 

reason for the ropes and signs that you 

will find on some of our beaches.  They 

rope off just enough area for the birds to 

nest while leaving the lion's share of the 

beach to beachgoers. 

 

 
Can you see it? - Least Tern chick by Ida Phillips 

 

You can help turn around the decline in 

these wonderful birds.  Walk around 

groups of birds when you see them on 

the beach.  Scaring them into flight cuts 

down on foraging time.  Keep cats inside 

and dogs on a leash.  Between April and 

September, be aware of these signs that 

birds are nesting: adult birds sitting or 

standing on the beach; courtship 

displays; dive-bombing; adult terns or 

skimmers carrying fish; nests or eggs.  

Seeing any of these may be a sign that 

you are too close. 
 

Upcoming Activities 
Details for these activities are on our website, 

www.capefearaudubon.org 

 

May 10, 7 - 8:30 pm.  Annual Members 

Meeting. Election of officers followed by 

speaker.  Angela Mangiameli, Conservation 

Biologist for NC Audubon, will talk about 

Audubon's Share the Beach program which finds 

ways for beachgoers to coexist with ground-

nesting shorebirds.  Location: Halyburton Park 

Visitors Center, 4099 S. 17th St., Wilmington 

 

Friday and Saturday, May 14 and 15.  

Ibis Fest, sponsored by Cape Fear 

Audubon and the City of Southport to 

celebrate the return of the White Ibis to 

the Cape Fear River estuarine islands.  

Boat trips to see the ibis and other nesting 

birds; kayaking on black water and 

saltwater creeks; field trips to Green 

Swamp, Shelton Herb Farm and Bald 

Head Island; workshops from 

photography and birding basics to 

permaculture design and Southport's 

maritime history; exhibits on oysters, bird 

rehabilitation; the creatures of Bald Head 

and more; speaker, noted author, Jay 



Barnes, on NC hurricanes.  Please note 

change in Saturday speaker: Celia 

Rivenbark has had to cancel due to family 

illness.  We are delighted to have the 

Living History presentation: Southport's 

Maritime History, including actors who 

are direct descendants of the people they 

represent. Register at www.ibisfest.org 

or at the Southport Visitors Center.  

Space limited. 

 

Who's New 
We extend a hearty welcome to new 

members: 

Alistair and Charlotte Glen, Burgaw 

And as always, our thanks to our 

renewing members who keep us going! 

 

Photography with Mark Buckler 

 
Sunrise at the Outer Banks, Mark Buckler 

 

We are privileged to have Mark Buckler, 

noted photographer and director of 

Audubon's new Pine Island Sanctuary 

and Center, give two photography 

workshops at Ibis Fest, May 14 and 15.  

Mark brings to his photography an 

astonishingly diverse background.  He 

began photography as a teenager and has 

maintained that interest throughout.  He 

has worked as a wildlife field biologist 

with a degree in Wildlife Biology.  He 

also taught High School students for 15 

years - experience which will serve him 

well in his photography workshop for 

children at Ibis Fest! 

 

Surprisingly, he found time to be a 

professional baseball player with an 

interest in sports photography.  He 

credits his sports interests for his skill in 

capturing the speed and drama of 

wildlife in his photography. 

Mark moved to the Outer Banks where he 

was Program Director of the Outer Banks 

Center for Wildlife Education.  He is now 

director of the first Audubon center in 

North Carolina, Pine Island Sanctuary 

and Center.  Pine Island contains nearly 

3000 acres of maritime forest and marsh 

habitat.  This is a significant sanctuary for 

birds in an area that has undergone 

explosive growth. 

 

To register for Mark's free photography 

workshops on May 14 and 15, see 

www.ibisfest.org or drop by the 

Southport Visitors Center.   

 

 
Sanderling, Mark Buckler 

 



Read Me!   
If you are looking for a lift in your 

birding life, The Poets Guide to the Birds, 

edited by Judith Kitchen and former U.S. 

Poet Laureate, Ted Kooser, may prove 

just the thing.  The collection includes 

poems from the last 30 years of American 

poetry.  It might just make you look more 

closely at that crow overhead! 

Parting Shot...   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by John Ennis,  Blue-grey Gnatcatcher, Southport, Shepard Road, November 2005 

 

 

 

 

Comments and submissions welcome.  Please send them to Cary Paynter, info@capefearaudubon.org 


