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Volunteer!  The board has made 

changes so that volunteering in the 

chapter's activities can fit into busy 

schedules.  Beginning with the September 

meeting,  we will meet every other month, 

alternating between Wilmington and 

Southport locations; the board will meet 

three times a year; and this newsletter 

will come out quarterly.  Please join us in 

leading a walk, writing a Skimmer article, 

or serving on a committee or the board.  

You will meet great people while making 

a real difference in our community.  To 

volunteer, contact us at 

info@capefearaudubon.org   
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Bird-friendly Habitat Award 

Winners 
CFAS has a new program that rewards 

those who turn their yards into habitat 

for birds.  The program encourages the 

use of native shrubs, trees and perennials 

in designing yards that provide cover, 

food and water.   

 

Walter and Mary Schumacher of 1810 

Cross Staff Road, Wilmington recently 

received the Bird-Friendly Habitat  

Bronze Level certificate for their success 

in creating densely planted, multi-layered 

habitat. 
 

 
CFAS president Charley Winterbauer presents the 

Bronze Level certificate to the Schumachers. 

 

Cathy McEntee, of 709 Brown Pelican 

Lane, Hampstead, won a Silver Level 

award for her native plant buffer and 

backyard. 

 

The Gold Level plaque was awarded to 

Larry and Diane Wyte of 3235 Beaver 

Creek, St James Plantation (see photo on 

p. 4)  The Gold award is the highest level 

possible.  The Wyte’s habitat includes a 

recirculating pond and waterfall with 

native trees, shrubs and vines, a Five-Star 

accommodation for our local birds! 

 

http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.audubonaction.org/howtohelp&t=YlT7QA&e=MES80AKtr9Y


For detailed information visit the CFAS 

website  www.capefearaudubon.org  and 

click on the Conservation tab. 

 

 
CFAS president Charley Winterbauer presents the Gold 

level plaque to the Wytes. 

 

Upcoming Activities 
Details for these activities are on our website, 

www.capefearaudubon.org 

 

Saturday, August 21, 8 - 11 a.m.  Birding at  

Ft Fisher State Historic Site. Come catch the 

early migrants!  Migrating warblers and 

shorebirds possible. Directions: Take 421  

south from Wilmington to Kure Beach.   

Historic site is on the right. 

 

Saturday, September 11, all day.  Special 

Outing to Shackelford Banks with 

expert birder and author, John Fussell.  

Peak migration.  Marbled Godwits, 

Wilson's Plover, possible Long-billed 

Curlew.  Fee for ferry.  See website for 

important details.  Location: near 

Beaufort, NC.  For carpooling and 

information, contact Stacy at 910-622-5548 

or stacythewhistler@ec.rr.com 

 

Monday, September 13, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 

CFAS monthly meeting. Dr. Paul Hosier, 

Professor of Biology and Marine Biology 

at UNCW, will speak on Barrier Island 

Dynamics. Location: Halyburton Park 

Visitors Center. 

 

Who's New 
We extend a hearty welcome to new 

members: 

Margaret  Herring 

Nola Jackson 

Lara Berkley  

And as always, our thanks to our 

renewing members who keep us going! 

 

Conservation Birding Trips  
by Cary and David Paynter 

In June, we took our first-ever birding 

vacation.  Using the American Bird 

Conservancy's website, 

www.conservationbirding.org, we 

decided to visit the Reserva Ecologica da 

Guapi Assu (REGUA), a two-hour drive 

from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.   

 

 
Restored wetlands and forested slopes of REGUA 

 

http://www.capefearaudubon.org/


REGUA is a 17,500-acre remnant of the 

once-extensive Atlantic Coast forests, one 

of Brazil's most endangered ecosystems. 

449 bird species have been seen so far in 

the reserve and 199 of these are endemic 

to the Atlantic Coast forest.  

 

 
Red-billed Curassow, recently reintroduced to REGUA 

 

With direct flights from Charlotte to Rio, 

travel to REGUA is easy and the 

accommodations and food are great.  We 

were most impressed by the habitat 

restoration effort.  Nearly all the valley 

floor had been cleared for farms and 

much of it is now being actively restored 

by the Brazilian Atlantic Rainforest Trust 

under the leadership of Nicholas Locke 

whose family bought the original land in 

1915.  The goal is to connect habitat in the 

valley with the remaining forest of the 

surrounding mountain slopes in order to 

restore the altitudinal migration that is 

essential for many of the bird species.   

 

Beginning with his own land, Locke 

gathered native tree seeds and grew the 

seedlings in REGUA's nursery. Over 

38,000 trees of 50 species have been 

planted in only 5 years.  The goal is to 

plant 100,000 more in the next 5 years.  

REGUA has also restored extensive 

wetlands. 

 

Visitors will find REGUA full of student 

volunteers and researchers from around 

the world.  Employees are local residents 

and there is an educational outreach 

program to local schools.  There are also 

wonderful bird guides.  Ours was a local 

former-hunter with an uncanny ability to 

imitate bird calls.  To our delight, his calls 

brought mixed flocks near enough for 

great looks. 

 

Who can resist the bird names - 

Glittering-throated Emerald, Amethyst 

Woodstar, White-eared Puffbird?  Add in 

the monkeys, marmosets, capybaras, 

sloths, and caiman, not to mention lovely 

butterflies, gorgeous flowers and diverse 

trees.  Birding and conservation go well 

together! And the result is fantastic for 

birders. 

 

 
                        Guira Cuckoos 
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Garden of Larry and Diane Wyte , Gold Level Award Winners for the CFAS Bird-friendly Habitat Awards Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments and submissions welcome.  Please send them to info@capefearaudubon.org 


